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Nelson Lake Association a 501(c)3 Non-profit Organization

2012 iPad Raffle Winner

Important Dates
On the Lake

Winter Rama
Saturday,
January 5, 2013
Nelson Lake Landing

2013 Annual Meeting
Saturday,
June 8, 2013
Hayward Vet’s Center

Garage Sale
Bi-Yearly
July 12 & 13, 2013
Lenroot Township
Parking Lot

Nelson Lake Picnic
Winner: Don Wick, Eau Claire, WI
Ticket purchased at : Nelson Lake Landing
Photo: Bill Wilcox, Casey Stangl, Don Wick

Saturday,
August 10, 2013
Park Island Resort
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President
Bill Wilcox
715-634-7128

www.nelsonlakeassociation.org

FROM THE PRESIDENT

By Bill Wilcox

Vice President
Harold Burton
715-634-2909
Secretary
Mary Walker
715-634-3134
Treasurer
Casey Stangl
715-699-1213

———Rick Lindner
715-634-4290
Gordy Christians
715-634-3156
Diane Cooper
715-634-2800
Kathy Preuss
715-634-7572
Art Saxum
715-634-5073
Mike Murry
715-634-0169
Dan Vertanen
715-634-6780
John Welter
715-634-4175
*******

Designed by: Mary Walker

In the 16 years that Marlene and I have lived on Nelson Lake I have
never seen such beautiful fall colors that have lasted so long. We have
taken so many pictures we have nowhere left to display all of them. We
are very fortunate to live in such a marvelous place.
.

Some Random Thoughts:
 There has been some speculation that the lake level is so low
because the county let water out to facilitate the road construction on
County T. I checked with Dale Olson from the county and that was not
the case. The lake is down so low because we have not had any rain. I
have seen it low before but I’m not sure it was ever this low at this time
of year. We need rain and snow to bring it back up.
 We have escaped the aquatic invasives one more year thanks
to people remembering to “Inspect, Clean, and Drain”. I believe our
signage has helped and the boat launch inspections at Gerlach’s Landing has done a lot to raise public awareness. Be alert when you are on
the water since early detection is important.
 The Sawyer County Board recently passed some revisions to
the Shoreline-Wetlands Protection Ordinance. The changes were mandated by a recent state law and affected primarily “non-conforming
structures.” If you are interested in the details, stop by the Zoning Department at the Sawyer County Court House and they will give you a
copy of the changes.
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New NLA Board Members
The Nelson Lake Association has two new
Board members. Rick Lindner lives on
Tanning Point Road and Mike Murry lives
on Norway Point Road. Both are full-time
residents on Nelson Lake. Rick and Mike
replace Duane Arndt and Bob Terry.

Thanks For Your Service
Duane Arndt retired from the Board after
serving for six years and Bob Terry retired
after serving for nine years. They both
have been valued members of the Board
and they will be missed. They each
received a certificate of appreciation and a
gift certificate.

FROM THE TREASURER

By Casey Stangl

FINANCIAL REPORT
As of September 30, 2012, the end of the second quarter, we
have $12,881.39 in our Peoples Bank checking account and
$14,413.40 in the Capital One Money Market account. Our
funds total $27,294.79.
The amount in each account is:
General fund: $13,186.91
Fish & Wildlife fund: $2,101.45
Invasive Species fund: $11,823.96
Lakes projects: $182.47

MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 252 paid memberships. I
want to welcome the many new members that
joined us this year and thank everyone for their
continued support.
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Boat Landings on Nelson Lake

By Gordy Christians

Nelson Lake’s 2,500 acres of water are a popular recreational resource for residents and visitors. The use of water craft is key to much of this use. Currently, the lake can be accessed
from four public landings or one of 13 private launch sites. The public landings located at the
end of Gerlach Road, and the end of Tagalder Road, have been developed with parking lots,
docks, and ramps.
This summer, the Gerlach landing was upgraded with the addition of a cement ramp and a
handicapped accessible dock. The funding of these improvements was provided by the Town of
Lenroot and through a DNR grant.
Construction of a new boat landing facility is planned for next year which will be located just
above the dam on the north shore. It also will have a cement ramp and a handicapped accessible dock. Funding for this facility will come from Sawyer County, the Town of Lenroot, and a
DNR grant.

GERLACH LANDING BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER DEVELOPMENT
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NEW LANDING SITE AT THE NELSON LAKE DAM
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Fish Sticks Project

By: Rick Lindner

The Fish Sticks project is the work being done to improve fish habitat and promote fish growth for pan fish
and walleyes in Nelson Lake. It consists of placing 50ft
hardwood trees into the water along the shoreline of shallow bays on public property. The work is done during the
winter months when trees can be cut, dragged onto the
ice, and cabled to the shoreline. Last winter we completed the Phase 1, in which trees were placed along the
shoreline in Walleye Bay, Crappie Bay, and Log Jam
Bay.
Phase 2: The area of interest is on North Bay. The project
will start mid January and is to be completed by mid
February. It will be taking place on North Bay. Trees
will be cut from the county forest land along Jolly Fishermen Road and placed on about 2000 feet of shoreline on
the north side of the bay. In preparation for Phase 2 permits are being obtained from the appropriate
state organizations, and approvals have been received from the County Forester, Lenroot Town Board,
and County Forestry Committee. The cost for Phase 2 is estimated to be $4026, which includes trail
construction, snow plowing on the trail and lake, a
back hoe for moving trees from the forest to the road, a
bobcat for tree placement, and cabling materials. We
have asked the Town of Lenroot, The Nelson Lake
Resort Owners Association, and Walleyes For Northwest Wisconsin to share the costs with us and we
believe they will.
The project began on October 1st in a meeting with the
County Forester to select a site for tree removal and
lake access. A proposed trail was flagged at the
location where Jolly Fisherman Road is nearest to the
water of North Bay. A cost estimate was then obtained
for trail construction. The site and proposed trail was
approved by the Town Board on October 8th and by the
th
Forestry Committee on October 9 . The trail was built on October 16th. The culverts along Jolly Fisherman Road are being flagged so the equipment used to bring trees out of the woods does not damage them
when they are covered with snow.
With the fall work completed the actual placement can begin when weather permits, sometime in
January. The County Forester will mark trees and the DNR will provide resources to cut the trees.
NLA is to provide resource for moving the trees onto the ice and cabling them to the shoreline. Four
Wheel Drive vehicles are needed to drag trees onto the ice. The actual cutting, dragging and tree placement will only take 2-3 days. After placement is completed volunteers are needed for a few days to
assist with cabling to the shoreline. Anyone interested in assisting with either of these tasks can contact
Bill Wilcox (715 634 7128) or Rick Lindner (715 634 4290).
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Fish Population Surveys

By Rick Lindner

The DNR uses two methods to determine fish population. In early spring, they use Fyke nets to capture
and count Walleye, Northern Pike, Yellow Perch, and Black Crappie. In late spring, they use electrofishing to count Largemouth Bass, Bluegill, and Pumpkinseed (Sunfish). The last survey was done in
2011. The 2011 netting survey recorded Walleye population over 10 inches at 3.7 per net-night, which
was lower than in 2008 when they
recorded 4.9 per net-night. They
also found that 90% were over 15
inches and the target is 40-60%,
which indicates the population of
smaller Walleye is still too low.
The Northern Pike population
over 14 inches was 3.4 per netnight, which was also slightly
lower than in 2008 when it was
recorded as 4.0 per net-night.
They found 28% over 28 inches
which is up from 17% in 2008.
The Yellow Perch population, a food source for Walleye, was recorded as 17 per net-night. A moderately
high population of 5-7 inch Perch was observed.
The Black Crappie population was recorded as 18 per net-night in 2011 which is up from 14 per netnight in 2010 and 7 per net-night in 2007. This is consistent with the low Walleye population because
Walleyes are the primary predator to Crappie. Only 4.8% of the Crappie were over 10 inches. The
target for Crappie over 10 inches is 40-60%. The low proportion of large Crappie may be due to the
dense population as well as selective harvest by anglers.
In the electrofishing survey
Largemouth Bass were reported
at 51 per mile, well above the
goal of 10-20 per mile. Controlling Largemouth Bass population is stated to be critical to
accomplishing fish management
goals for Walleye, Black Crappie, and Bluegill, therefore
continued angler harvest (with
no minimum size limit) is
encouraged.
Bluegill were found to be abundant with over 600 per mile but size structure was relatively poor with few “keeper size - 7 inch” found,
and none over 8 inches. A significant reduction in the number of juvenile Bluegill must occur if the goal
of 20% over 8 inches is to be achieved. The low Walleye population is sighted as a contributing factor so
increased Walleye population is necessary to create a moderate density of larger Bluegill.
Pumpkinseed density was reported at 41 per mile with 39% over 7 inches and 2% over 8 inches.
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Walleye Stocking
On September 28th the DNR completed stocking of
12515 extended growth walleyes (5 per acre). Six truckloads were delivered from the Spooner hatchery in
excellent condition. This year the stock was 7 to 10
inches, which was larger than normal due to the early
spring providing about one month more in the growing
season. All were hatched this spring. The first load
arrived at the Lenroot (Tagalder) landing at about
9:30am and the stocking was completed about 10:30am.
All the stock was removed from the trucks using dip
nets and lowered into the water. The survival rate was
100%, not a single damaged fish was seen.
When asked about stocking in multiple locations the
DNR sighted data that indicates a higher survival rate
if all fish are stocked in a single location. The theory is
that the loss due to larger predator fish is less when the
stocking location is overloaded. The fish disperse
throughout the lake in search of food.
Stocking records show that the DNR has stocked a total
of 44,841 (2005 – 2012), Nelson Lake Association
stocked 44,199 (2005 – 2010), and Red Cliff Tribe
stocked 1,861 (2003 – 2007). The grand total is 90,901
during the last ten years. Future plans are undefined
but it was mentioned that the DNR is considering a
yearly or bi-yearly stocking plans.

by Rick Lindner
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DNR surveys Nelson anglers about Bass and Walleye

By: Scott Braden, Wisconsin DNR.

An angler opinion survey was conducted on Nelson Lake this summer
as an effort to gain understanding of how anglers view the new bass
regulations and to gauge angler’s ability to determine the difference
between largemouth and smallmouth bass. This survey will be used to
give us an indication of whether anglers can be used as a means to
control the over-abundant largemouth bass population and if proper
identification of both bass species can be achieved by anglers. We accumulated 244 surveys total from
this first year of which Nelson contributed 108 interviews alone. These interviews have shown that
Nelson anglers are able to properly identify bass species from pictures 87% of the time. 80% of Nelson
anglers were aware of the current no minimum length regulation on bass that has been in place for five
years on Nelson lake. 53% of anglers agreed that they would keep one or more largemouth bass if they
caught them that day and 89% of anglers stated an interest in harvesting largemouth bass less than the
state minimum of 14 inches. These results indicate that anglers are
capable at deciphering the difference between largemouth and
smallmouth bass and those anglers may be a useful factor in
controlling the largemouth bass population in Nelson Lake at this
time. We would like to thank all the anglers who participated in
this survey for their cooperation and we continue to encourage
harvest of small (10-13 inch) largemouth bass in Nelson Lake.

Check out Nelson Lake results...
Early Spring Fyke Netting
Survey and
Late Spring Electro fishing Survey
http://www.nelsonlakeassociation.org/game.html
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